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2008—2009 EPILEPSY ASSOCIAT ION 

TRUSTEES SELECTED 

EPILEPSY ASSOCIATION 

PRESENTS 2008 CLIENT AWARDS  

At its June 11, 2008 Annual Meeting the Epilepsy 

Association Board of Trustees approved Board 

officers and trustees.  Dr Michael Devereaux 

was elected as president.     

 
Dr. Devereaux is Professor 

of Neurology at the Case 

Western Reserve University 

and the Chief Medical Offi-

cer of UHHS/Richmond 

Heights Hospital.  He re-

ceived his undergraduate 

degree from Stanford Uni-

versity and his M.D. from 

Baylor College of Medicine.  

He did an Internship in 

Mixed Medicine and a Resi-

dency in Neurology at the 

Los Angeles County/

University of Southern California Medical Center.  

Thereafter, Dr. Devereaux completed Fellowships 

in Neuroophthalmology and Clinical Neurophysiol-

ogy at the Neurological Institute of Columbia Col-

lege of Physicians and Surgeons.  He has been 

named in òBest Physicians in Americaó and as one 

of the Top Doctors in America by the Center for 

the Study of Services.  He is a Fellow of American 

Academy of Neurology, the American College of 

Physicians and the Epilepsy Society of America. 

 

Dr. Devereaux has worked with the Epilepsy Asso-

ciation for nearly 20 years.   He has served on the 

both the Professional Advisory Board and Board of 

Trustees.  In 1992, Dr. Devereaux received the 

Associationõs Legacy Award in recognition of his 

contributions to the Association and individuals 

with epilepsy.  

 

Three new trustees were also elected.  They are:  

Melissa M. Garrett, Senior Vice President and 

Director of Information Management for KeyBank, 

Bill Martin, weekday co-anchor of Fox 8 News 

and Dileep Ravi Nair, M.D., Department of 

Neurology, Cleveland Clinic Foundation. 

 

The Board also approved eight new members of 

the Professional Advisory Board.   

During the Annual Meeting in June, the Cli-

ent Recognition Awards were presented to 

two clients of the Epilepsy Association who 

have made significant achievements during 

the year to overcome issues related to epi-

lepsy.   Their stories of personal growth 

are inspiring and a testament to how the 

Epilepsy Association is changing lives.   

 

Joe Devcic  began 

experiencing seizure 

several years ago.  

After many different 

medication trials and 

video seizure moni-

toring, doctors dis-

covered that he ex-

pe r i en ce s  non -

epileptic seizures.  In 

2006, he came to the 

Epilepsy Association seeking counseling 

services.  Joe has shown great perseverance 

in addressing the stressors that were caus-

ing his seizures.  His hard work and perse-

verance has paid off.  Joe is now seizure 

free and working towards greater inde-

pendence.   

 

Gloria Rowell also 

began receiving Epi-

lepsy Association ser-

vices in 2006.  At that 

time she had no per-

manent residence and 

was struggling with 

mental and physical 

health issues. Over the 

past two years Gloria 

has worked hard to 

overcome these obstacles and improve the 

quality of her life.  Today, Gloria is living in 

a supported environment and is considering 

an opportunity for transitional employment. 

 

The Annual Meeting was supported by un-

derwriting from GlaxoSmithKline and 

Pfizer. 

Educate, Motivate, Change a Life 

Gloria Rowell 

2008-2009 Board of 

Trustees 
 
OFFICERS 

Michael Devereaux, MD 

  President 

Allen R. Tracy 

  Vice President 

Catherine Rutti 

  Treasurer 

Kathleen J. Sanniti 

  Secretary 

 
MEMBERS 

Daniel J. Calloway 

Wayne Carroll 

Tuni Chilcote 

Barbara Franzen 

Melissa Garrett 

Amy Georgalis 

Mindy Harris 

Mark Holcomb 

Kelly L. Jablonski 

Amy E. Kellogg 

Valentino Lassiter, DDiv 

Todd W. Locke, MD 

Bill Martin 

Dileep Ravi Nair, MD 
Steve Moss 

Joel Munch 

J. David OõHalloran 

Dena Z. Pike 

Mark S. Scher, MD 

Anthony M. Smits 

Thomas Swanson, MD 

April Kingsbury Walsh 

Michael E. Wesel 

 

PROFESSIONAL  

ADVISORY BOARD 

 
Mark S. Scher, MD, Chairman 

Peter Bambakidis, MD 

Marcia Columbro, MD 

Michael Devereaux, MD 

Thomas Enlow, MD 

Nancy Foldvary-Schaefer, DO 

Martin Glaz, RN 

Ajay Gupta, MD 

Prakash Kotagal, MD 

Mohamad Z. Koubeissi, MD 

Pamela A. Lang, MSN 

Kim Merner, MSN 

Imad M. Najm, MD 

Tanvir U. Syed, MD 

Ann Warbel, RN 

Mary Ann Werz, MD, PhD 

Michael Devereaux, MD 

Joe Devcic 
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EPILEPSY ASSOCIATION UPDATE  

Make your plans to attend the Epilepsy Associationõs fall social events. 

 

 
Everyoneõs favorite party seems to be those special intimate evenings where folks gather around the kitchen to talk and eat.  Flavor 

a-Fare recreates such an evening for guests while benefiting the programs and services of the Epilepsy Association. 

The evening is all about food, wine, chefs, and good conversation.  We will provide some of Clevelandõs most talked about chefs, 

one of kind dishes, and an exceptional venue ð the fabulous kitchens of Trevarrow, Inc.   

 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Trevarrow, Inc. -12610 Corporate Drive, Parma, Ohio 44130 

Sponsored by: Baker & Hostetler  &   Inverness Investment Group 
Tickets: $250 per person 

Corporate Sponsorships available 

 

  

Epilepsy Association Gala - Friday, November 14, 2008 
The 18th annual Gala will be held at the Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Center, located at 127 Public Square 

Richard Bass of Bass Chevrolet and  Prakash Kotagal, M.D. Head of the Pediatric Epilepsy Section, Cleveland Clinic will be 

honored as the Legacy Award Recipients.  The Legacy Award honors individuals sho have made significant contributions to the 

Epilepsy Association and persons with epilepsy.  All Gala proceeds will benefit the local programs and services of the Epilepsy As-

sociation.   

 

Schedule 

6:00 p.m.  Cocktails, Hors dõoeuvres, Silent Auction 

7:30 p.m.  Dinner & Brief Program 

8:45 p.m.  Dancing to the music of The Chosen Few 

Cocktail Attire 

Tickets: $175 per person -Corporate tables available 

 

The 2008 Gala Committee Members 

Amy Georgalis  &  Mary Reed, Co-Chairs 

Kim Bingaman,  Nora Broadbent,  Tuni Chilcote, Michael Devereaux, M.D., Barbara Franzen, Melissa Garrett,  

Amy E. Kellogg, Karen P. Johnson, Tania Najm, Dena Z. Pike, Christopher Rini, Paula Sauer, Lynn Shiverick, Beth Smith 

 

For more information about either event, please contact Gina DeLuca at 216.579.1330 ext. 12. 

5:30 ð 6:30  The Gathering   enjoy lite bites and wine tastings 

  
6:30 ð 8:30  The Feasting 

  
 chefs create signature dishes 

  
8:30 ð 9:30  - The Treat 

  
 an innocent indulgence on sweet creations 

Guest Chefs Zack Bruell -Parallax/Table 45 

Heather Haviland -Luckyõs Caf®/Sweet Mosaic 

Adam Schmith -Melange 

Bob Sferra -Culinary Occasions 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Lisa Robson's child care class at the Lorain County Joint Vocational School walked for Kaylee Evans 

in the 2008 Winter Walk and raised over $300.  The class worked with four-year old Kaylee who 

had been diagnosed with epilepsy.  To increase her studentsõ understanding of epilepsy and provide 

first aid training for seizures, Mrs. Robson requested one of the Epilepsy Associationõs school pro-

grams.  Thatõs when the class first heard about the Winter Walk for Epilepsy.  The child care class 

wanted to support Kaylee and her family by forming a walking team and raising money from a variety 

of projects. 

 

Two students in the class Chelsea Taylor and Illysa George chose to scrap book their experi-

ences as a community project for the FCCLA,  Family Ca-

reer and Community Leaders of America. Their project 

won 1st prize at FCCLA State level competition and the 

girls were rewarded with a free trip to Orlando, Florida to 

compete at the National FCCLA! 

 

The Epilepsy Association provides free education about 

epilepsy, seizure first aid, epilepsy myths and psychosocial 

issues associated with epilepsy, using handouts and videos 

as educational aids. The educational program can be pre-

sented to children from second grade through high school. 

Younger children learn about epilepsy through a puppet 

show format using child-sized puppets, with information 

   specifically targeted to their age and  level of understand- 

   ing of epilepsy.  

 

Schools and community groups can arrange for a program by calling Brandi at 216-579-1330 ext 

*810, or e-mailing the request to info@epilepsyinfo.org 

 

PRESENTED BY 

 

SPONSORED BY 

The Epilepsy  

Association  

School Program is  

underwritten by  

generous grants  

from  

BakerHostetler  

Chilcote Foundation  

Metka Foundation  

Showing their prize winning project are from left to 

right Lisa Robson, Chelsea Taylor & Illysa George 

Join Celebrity Chairperson Bill Martin 

of Fox 8 News at the 2009  Winter 

Walk. 

 

The 2009 Winter Walk for Epilepsy is 

scheduled for Saturday, January 24th at 

Westfield SouthPark in Strongsville.  The 

2009 Winter Walk for Epilepsy is pre-

sented by the Cleveland Clinic.   Beat 

the winter blues by participating in this 

fun, family-friendly indoor walk for epi-

lepsy! 

 

The organizing committee, chaired by Kathy Sanniti, is actively 

seeking additional corporate sponsorship and volunteers to help 

with the day of event activities.  

 

For walkers, organizing a team is a great way to raise awareness, 

and have fun fundraising!  Gather a group of friends, family mem-

bers, co-workers, classmates, etc. to walk with you.  Select a 

Team Name and a Team Captain.  Call the Epilepsy Association 

for your official Team Packet.  

 

Prizes will be awarded to the Top Individual Fundraiser, the Top 

School Fundraiser and the Top Team Fundraiser. 

EPILEPSY AWARENESS PROJECT WINS STATE PRIZE  

Bill Martin  



 

 

Youõre invited to the Epilepsy Associationõs 

2008 Annual Fall Forum 
òA Focus on Wellnessó 

Lunch & Dessert Social 

Wednesday, October 08, 2008 

YMCA Cleveland Ohio 

12:00 ð3:30 p.m. 

Topics 
 

  Epilepsy Treatment Management & Sleep and Epilepsy 

  The Importance of Diet, Stress Reduction &  

     Regular Exercise 

  Attitude (Donõt lose another minute to epilepsy - Live easier     

    with epilepsy through positive thinking) 

 

Presenters  

Imad Najm, M.D., Cleveland Clinic  

Veronica Gallo, MS, RD, LD, Emerging Health 

Valentino Lassiter, John Carroll University 

 

Please RSVP your attendance to Brandi Leslie by calling  

(216) 579-1330 or email bleslie@epilepsyinfo.org by October 1, 2008 

 

Underwritten with grants from Cyberonics, UCB,  

Ortho-McNeil Neurologics & Valeant   

Phone: (216) 579-1330 

E-mail: info@epilepsyinfo.org 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.epilepsyinfo.org 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

2831 Prospect Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 

44115 
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Epilepsy Family Support Network 
 

Epilepsy Association Parent / Caregivers Support 

Group Meeting 

Date:  Tuesday, September 3, 2008 

Location:  South Brooklyn Library 

Time:  5-7 pm 

RSVP:  Info@epielspyinfo.org or 216-5791330 

 
Dr. Thomas Swanson & Dr. Mark Bej  

invite you to attend a free epilepsy program for peo-

ple with seizures and their caregivers 
 

Seizures, Epilepsy & Treatments 
Saturday, September 13, 2008 

Kalahari Resort, Sandusky Ohio 

9:00 ð12:00 noon 

 

Lunch will be provided 

Discount water park tickets available for purchase with  

registration 

 

Registration required.  Contact  440-256-3212 to register 

or for additional information. 

mailto:bleslie@epilepsyinfo.org

